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WELCOME  2015! 
 
Dear JE Class of 2015, 

 

If you asked the Admissions Office why Jonathan Edwards Col-

lege is so much better than the eleven other colleges of Yale 

University, they would probably say: ―No college is better vis-à

-vis any other college. Colleges are randomly assorted commu-

nities. No one college  can be better, per se, they‘re just differ-

ent.‖ (N.B.: pretentious non-English phrases are requisite in of-

ficial Yale communications) But we in Jonathan Edwards Col-

lege know this to be not only a political fabrication, but an abso-

lute lie. We know this because we – and that now includes you 

ð are incontrovertible proof that one college is supreme to all 

others.  

 

Of course, most colleges would make the same point. They, 

however, would justify this claim using gut feelings or perhaps 

various fixtures—people seriously refer to lipstick statues and 

garden gnomes. But when we claim to be first among equals, we 

actually have the hardware on hand to prove it. Just ask around. 

You‘d be hard-pressed to find an undergraduate who doesn‘t 

envy our facilities (still only three years since renovation) or our 

events—when other Yalies speak of JE‘s Spider Ball or Culture 

Draw, expect to hear a little trepidation. And for those who de-

mand something beyond any shroud of relativism, we simply 

gesture at our trophy case, where the Tyng Cupðthe chalice of 

the college intramural championshipsðhas resided for the past 

two years. And we plan to keep it that way. 

 

But rather than sell every advantage of this college to you now, 

we‘d much rather you come join us and discover, celebrate, and 

sustain our great legacy. It‘s well-known here that colleges and 

their championships live and die on the strength and pride of 

their freshman class. You might think that‘s a lot to expect, but 

one of the beautiful things about JE is that we don‘t have to ex-

pect; we can be certain that you all will find a niche here. 
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When you walk toward Farnam this coming August, we‘ll be waiting 

there for you with open arms, ready to take your questions, your fur-

niture, your hugs ð whatever it is we can help you with. And don‘t 

expect this communal feeling to die out as Camp Yale winds to a 

close. Sit with us in the dining hall. Stop by the Master‘s Office and 

meet the loving JE staff. Play IMs any or every season of the year. 

As soon as you step onto Old Campus ð before you meet your 

friends, pick your classes, or even unpack your bags ð you are a 

member of Jonathan Edwards College.  

 

Get excited. Be ready. And welcome home.  

 

 Sux et Veritas, 

  The Jonathan Edwards Class of 2014 
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Welcome to Jonathan Edwards Col-

Farnam Hall: Your New Home 
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Residential Colleges 

In 1931, University administration borrowed a 

housing idea from Oxford and Cambridge (the 

only good idea to come from a college in any 

city named Cambridge). The result was a devel-

opment plan that forever changed the face of 

Yale College:  the Residential College System. 

 

The year 1932 saw the construction of the first 

of the original seven ―residential quadrangles‖ 

under the direction of architect James Gamble 

Rogers.  Jonathan Edwards College, named for 

the child prodigy and brilliant Yale alumnus 

(1720) and arguably the greatest theologian of 

The Great Awakening came into its glorious being. 

 

Spiders 

We are JE Spiders and proud of it! If you‘re up on your 18th century 

literature, you might guess that our mascot derives from our name-

sake‘s most famous sermon, ―Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 

God.‖  Not one to shy from fiery rhetoric, Edwards wrote: ―The God 

that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider, or 

some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully 

provoked...‖  Inspiring huh? So there you have it. Spiders. 

 

Why JE SUX! 

Don‘t be fooled by the seemingly self-deprecating sound of our bat-

tle cry, ―JE SUX!‖  It kind of worried us when we first heard it but 

we quickly learned that it‘s the best slogan of any college. It has a 

long and colorful history dating back to the 1970s. It all began when 

a group of JE students devised a plan to win at a former Yale tradi-

tion: Bladderball. Each year, students celebrated the end of the fall 

mid-term by trying to push a large water-filled ball from its origin on 

Old Campus to the gates of their college proper. One year, some en-

Jonathan Edwards:  the 

Yale graduate and fiery 

preacher who is our  

beloved namesake.  

THE BASICS 
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THE BASICS 

Any honest Yalie would agree that JE is hands-down the most 

spirited college on campus.  Why?  
 

Maybe it‘s because we‘re one of the smallest, most recently 

renovated residential colleges. 

Or it just might be that unlike some colleges (cough, Bran-

ford, cough), we don‘t have a huge stone tower and a quote 

about our courtyard by some dead poet (Robert Frost) to rest 

all of our pride in. So we rest our pride in our spirit instead. 
Whatever the reason, this means that JE has the most and best 

traditions of any Yale College.  Here‘s a short list to get you pre-

pared: 

WHY  YOUôRE LUCKY  

terprising Spiders built a crane-like machine atop an Old Campus 

building that was designed to snatch up the ball and hoist it over to a 

crowd of JE students awaiting victory. Unfortunately, the hook on 

the contraption burst the ball, and their plan was instantly thwarted. 

Angry participants began shouting, ―JE sucks!‖ a chant that became 

popular at Yale football games.   

 

The magnificent JE IM hockey team of the 1976-‘77 year began to 

call itself the "Sux," spelled S-u-x. At a time when the College stood 

near the bottom of intramural Tyng Cup rankings, the JE Sux turned 

the tide and the College rallied behind them chanting with exuber-

ance and renewed pride, "JE Sux!" The team rolled on undefeated 

ð not only that year, but for the next three years to come. They 

broke the record for the longest undefeated streak in the history of 

Yale intramural sports and then kept on winning, forging a new re-

cord of 55 games that still gloriously stands.  They won four straight 

championships ð and it was all to the chant of "JE Sux!" The moni-

ker "Sux" spread to other JE teams and then became a rallying cry 

for the College as a whole. 
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JE Gear:  JE famously has wonderful gear: Hats, nalgenes, 

gloves, ties, scarves, T-shirts, sweatshirts, gloves, headbands, 

rugby shirts, bathrobes, flip flops, socks (JE sox), croakies ð you 

name it.  We‘ve got it all, and it‘s all JE. 
 

Temptations: JE‘s weekly tabloid. Be careful or you might 

make the cover! 
 

Culture Draw : As the classiest college, our Master sponsors a 

draw each semester to give away tickets to New York opera, ballet 

and Broadway shows. Complete with a meal with a JE Fellow at 

one of New York‘s  finest restaurants, don‘t miss the chance to 

win a trip. 
 

Study Breaks and Food Nights: Late night snacks sponsored 

by JE. Your FroCos will buy pizza for you weekly. SAC will buy 

food for you monthly. During reading period, the Master, Dean 

and Fellows each will host study breaks. Protein Break anyone? 

 

Hating Branford:  We do this a lot. They are our rivals. Arch-

nemeses if you will. We fight them in duels. It‘s that serious. 

 

Tulip Day! : In the fall, Spiders young and old get together for 

much merriment and tulip planting and pumpkin carving in the JE 

courtyard. Musical performances by the Men of JE are a highlight. 
 

Winter Lights : We deck out Farnam and JE for the season (see 

across). 
 

Wet Monday: Farnam Frosh invade JE proper with anything 

water at midnight on the Monday after Easter. Everyone gets wet 

and so everyone wins! 
 

Spider Ball:  It‘s the swankiest party on campus all year.  A JE 

exclusive: Spiders and their dates only. 
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2014 continues the annual  
tradition of stringing Farnam with 

lights for the holidays.. 

 
JE 2014 gathers for one final cheer at 

the end of Freshman Olympics.  

Our lovely student mascot, the JE lion.  

A group of JE 2014ers show off their 
college pride at the annual Freshman 

Olympics.  
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GYGI JENNINGS                                                SR. ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Gygi works with Teri and the Master‘s Aides to manage college activities as 

well as the bustling Master‘s Office. Gygi is the College‘s point person for 

any problems with Facilities.  She is also the first person to contact for inquir-

ies about organizing a social or scholarly event.  Gygi is the key czar; see her 

to sign out a key to the dance studio, student kitchen, or theater in conjunction 

with student managers.  

TERI MURO                                                                    OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Candy dish at the ready, JE‘s own Teri Muro deftly manages all financial and 

facility issues as well as our numerous activities. Quite frankly, Teri is the col-

lege‘s surrogate mother: kind, caring, responsive and devoted.  Be sure to read 

her weekly e-mails concerning all things JE.  

JILL HAINES___________________________________DEAN‘S ASSISTANT 

Jill is going into her fifth year this fall. If you need to talk to the Dean, she can 

help you out. She got her History graduate degree at Yale and will be glad to 

write your papers for you if it is a slow day. (There are never slow days.) 

WHOôS WHO IN  JE 

TRICIA CONNOLLY____________ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT 

Tricia will be settling in for her seventh year with JE this fall. 

She handles accounting and purchasing, and is key for the 

day-to-day operations of the College. You can find her and a 

fresh bowl of candy in the JE receiving office from 8 to 1 

each day . 

Your JE support system! 

From left to right: 

Jill, Teri & Gygi 
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Know these fine people.  Love them.  Because they already 

love you.  Doesn‘t it just give you the warm fuzzies? 

PENELOPE LAURANS MASTER 

Master Laurans is the head of JE and is responsible for 

the overall life of the college-academic as well as admin-

istrative. A member of the English department since 

1973, whose field of is poetry (Greek, Latin,French & 

English from Anglo-Saxon through contemporary),  she 

also holds the current position of special assistant to the 

president. Master Laurans is Yale's NCAA athletic repre-

sentative, has long been active in the Yale arts commu-

nity. A JE fellow since 1975, she loves hosting  & advis-

ingstudents and is partial to all Spiders.  

KYLE FARLEY DEAN 

Dean Farley is the head academic adviser  of the college 

and advises students on a broad array of topics ð both 

academic and otherwise. He teaches colonial American 

History but his focus is on JE students. Dean Farley hails 

from Philadelphia, is a committed Eagles fan, and has 

very low standards regarding movies. Dean Farley lives 

in the college with his wife Veronica Iacono, a television 

producer from Sydney, Australia, their 2-year-old daugh-

ter Serena, and their baby son Jasper, who was born just 

this year! 
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Many of the questions you (and probably your parents) are asking 

right now probably concern what (Henry) Farnam Hall is like. After 

all, it is extremely important to make your dorm room your own lit-

tle New Haven safe haven: Youôll want to create a comfortable, re-

laxing atmosphere that is conducive to both studying and social in-

teraction. 
 

Overview 
As you may know, only two residential colleges house their fresh-

men alongside their upperclassmen: Silliman and Timothy Dwight. 

The rest of Yale‘s freshman make their homes on Old Campus, 

where  

Farnam Hall is located. 
 

JE only wants the best for 

its freshman, and that‘s 

why we house our little 

Spiders in Farnam Hall.  

About two-thirds of Far-

namites find themselves 

in singles and the rest are 

in doubles of palatial pro-

portions. 
 

You‘ll quickly discover 

Farnam‘s charm; it really 

is an awesome building 

and the setup is ideal. 

Its system of interconnected suites lends itself to lots of interaction 

with your JE classmates. And although small disturbances are sure 

to arise over the state of the in-suite bathroom or who‘s to take out 

the trash, your suitemates often become some of your closest 

friends. 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE  
Use the information that follows as a guide only for what to expect. 

We have done our best to provide you with the information we can 

so that you can better plan for your suites. 

FARNAM  101 

Farnam‘s Fabulous Fall Foliage 
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THE SUITES 
Farnam Hall has three Entryways ð A, B and C ð that are all accessible 

via the Old Campus side of the building using your Yale ID.  Entryway A 

is adjacent to Battell Chapel, and C neighbors Lawrence Hall (for Stiles 

frosh), leaving B in between. Like most residential buildings at Yale, there 

are no traditional ―hallways‖ in Farnam. Instead, the entryways open to 

reveal stairwells; your neighbors are the people above, below, and on the 

same landing as you, as there are generally two suites per landing: one on 

the right, and one on the left. 

 

To determine where you‘ll be located in Farnam, look at your suite num-

ber: 
 

 

The F stands for Farnam. 

The letter that follows is your Entryway. 

The first number designates your floor.  (Zero is the basement.) 

The second number designates the right or left suite on the landing.  

(Facing Old Campus, suites with a one here are on the right; twos are 

on the left.) 

The third letter tells you which room in the suite is yours. 

 

There are four kinds of suites in Farnam : 

 

THE SEXTETS (9) Entryways B and C 

 Floors 2, 3, and 4 

 4 Singles, 1 Double 
 1 Bathroom, 1 Common Room 

 

THE DECTETS (3) Entryway A 

 Floors 2, 3, and 4 

 6 Singles, 2 Doubles 

 2 Bathrooms, 1 Common Room 
 

THE DOUBLES (3) Entryway A, Floor 1 and 

 Two Basement Suites 
 1 Double 

 1 Bathroom, 1 Common Room 

 FA 11 use the Common Rm in FA12 
 

THE QUINTETS (3)  Basement Hallway Suites 

 

 Entryway C Floor 1 
 3 Singles, 1 Double 

 1 Bathroom, 1 Common Room 

The dectets are actually regular sextets with quads attached (hence the 

slash in FA-21/22, for example). The partitioned space functions as one 

suite ð there is only one regularly-sized common roomðbut it contains 

Most 

Common 

Least 

Common 

FA-22A example: 
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two bathrooms. 

 

To give an example of bathroom facilities, those in sextets and quintets 

contain one shower, one toilet and two sinks. The extra bathroom in a dec-

tet is the same except with one fewer sink. Since all suites have in-suite 

bathrooms, you are responsible for keeping them neat (the University 

cleans them only once during Winter Break) and for procuring your own 

toilet paper. Yale provides this necessity and any cleaning supplies you 

may want to use. Ask your Freshman Counselors when and where you get 

it. It‘s best to take as many friends with you as possible. Limit six rolls a 

person per trip (but it‘s usually not enforced).  

 

There are fire doors between suites on the same floor that ð along with the 

stairwells ð allow Farnamites to pass through almost all suites without 

hindrance. Living in Farnam is like living in a suite with every freshman in 

JE.  Most suites leave suite doors unlocked to let Farnam traffic flow. 

Don‘t worry, bedrooms are all individually keyed. 

 

Common rooms are unfurnished and about 11' x 12' (a rough estimate). 

They each contain one phone jack and one cable jack. A couch or futon, 

two armchairs, and a television are suitable furniture for a nice common 

room. You might want to spruce it up a bit with colorful posters, a refrig-

erator, a coffee table, and a rug. WARNING: Decorate without holes in the 

wall. Those equate to fines at the end of the year. 
 

The diagram of a typical dectet suite is shown below. The FA22 portion is 

typical of all sextets. 

Common 

Room 

Closet 

Cl. 

Bathroom 

To FB-21 

Stairwell 
 

COLLEGE STREET 

OLD CAMPUS 

BATTELL 

CHAPEL 
 

Bathroom 

D 

D 

S S 

S S 

S S 

S = Single 

D = Double 
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YOUR TYPICAL FARNAM SINGLE  

Singles have roughly 7‘ x 9.5‘ of floor space, but expect variations of a 

foot in either direction. Built-in wardrobes are not included in floor di-

mension estimate.  
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THE BEDROOMS  
1. BED Bed dimensions are roughly 7‘ x 3‘. Beds in singles differ 

from beds in doubles. Single-room beds are low to the ground 

and contain two shallow storage drawers beneath. Beds in dou-

bles are of the bunkable variety. However, doubles in the sex-

tets and dectets are large enough so that there‘s no need to bunk 

your beds. In these rooms, it is possible to adjust the height of 

the mattresses up to approximately 30 inches (see picture oppo-

site). At full height, a bureau dresser will fit beneath such a bed. 

2. STORAGE UNIT Small, two-drawer storage units (2‘ x 1.5‘)  

come as components of the desks. (The desks in Farnam each 

have only one shallow tray-type drawer.) They are very useful, 

but it can be difficult to find a place for them.  Both the unit and 

the chair cannot fit under the desk at the same time. Try using it 

as a nightstand. 

3. DESK The desks in Farnam are small ð about 3‘ wide, 2‘ 

deep.  If you purchased a desktop computer with a traditional 

monitor, that is probably the only thing you will be able to place 

on your desk. We recommend a laptop for space purposes. And 

if you‘re bringing a printer: the smaller, the better. 

4. CHAIR  The desk chairs provided are large, sturdy, wooden 

chairs that rock back. You may want to bring a pillow for it to 

cush your tush. 

5. SHELVES Most rooms have two adjustable metal or wooden 

shelves that fit into metal brackets that run along the walls.  For 

some of you (keep reading) these may be your only shelf stor-

age. 

6. WALL At least one wall in most bedrooms is made from a fi-

brous, bulletin board-like material. Feel free to adorn your walls 

with posters, pictures and more. Use pushpins or adhesive put-

ties to decorate; tape will take off paint that may get you fined.  

7. MORE SHELVES! Many bedrooms (all those not on the 

fourth floor and those not in the doubles in FA-21, -31, and -41) 

contain shelving that runs a couple feet below the ceiling along 

two or three of the four walls in each room. Approximately 1- to 

2-feet deep, this shelving will prove to be valuable storage for 

those students who are lucky enough to have it! 

8. CLOSETS AND DRESSERS  The closets are mostly of ward-
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robe style, and you will find most of the dressers already 

placed inside of them for lack of space. Above the hanger rod 

is a deep storage shelf. High ceilings allow large items to be 

placed above the wardrobes. 

OTHER HOUSING INFORMATION  
 

COMMON ROOMS They are large and empty; you will need to 

furnish them.  You can plan ahead with your suitemates or play it 

by 

ear once you get to campus. There‘s usually lots of cheap furni-

ture for sale during the first few weeks of school, and Target and 

IKEA are nearby. All above-ground common rooms look out on 

Old Campus. Fourth floor common rooms have window seats. 
 

LIGHTING  Farnam has horrible overhead lighting. There will 

be none in your room or the common room, though suite corri-

dors are lit. You‘ll want one floor lamp for a single bedroom, two 

for a double, and at least two for the common room. You‘ll need 

a reading lamp for your desk as well. Halogen lamps are danger-

ous, and illegal. 
 

A typical Farnam double.  It‘s about twice the size of the singles— about 

 11‘ x 13‘ (not including wardrobes). All furnishings are doubled: 2 beds, 2 

desks, 2 wardrobes, 2 chairs, 2 storage units. 
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AIR A small fan is also nice to circulate the air in your room. 

There is no air-conditioning in Farnam and it can be hot and sticky 

in New Haven for a few (long) weeks before the weather cools. 

Also, the heat rolls out along the walls all winter and can make 

things really dry, so some students bring humidifiers. In the colder 

months, heating is inconsistent. Some of you will be sweating; oth-

ers may want a space heater.  
 

ELECTRICITY   When Farnam was renovated, very little thought 

was given to the  number and spacing of electrical outlets through-

out the building. Bring surge protectors/extension cords for your 

room and common room, but avoid overloading circuits, or you‘ll 

be whammied by the Fire Marshal. When you move in, look for 

plugs hidden by furniture. Also check which plugs are controlled 

by switches and which are not. You‘d hate to accidentally turn off 

the fridge when you turn off the lights. 
 

CEILINGS Farnam is vertically generous; ceilings are over 11‘ 

high.  
 

SPECIAL CLOSETS  (A ENTRYWAY) The doubles in sub-

suites FA-21, -31, and -41 do not have wardrobe closets.  Instead, 

they have small traditional closets (see diagram, pg. 14) that must 

be shared by both students ð about 30‖ wide, 36‖ deep. However, 

the rooms themselves are slightly larger than the other doubles in 

Farnam (12‘ x 13‘).  
 

EXTRA FURNITURE Be advised that there is little room for ex-

tra furniture in bedrooms. A set of stacking crates or a small refrig-

erator is the only thing that will fit. 
 

REFRIGERATORS, ETC. Farnam suites do not contain kitchen-

ettes of any kind and so a small, dorm-sized refrigerator is a must-

have for each suite. They can be rented on campus, bought nearby, 

or brought from home. We also recommend bringing food supplies 

and preparation items for late-night snacks. And remember, there is 

a kitchen for student use in the basement of JE if you feel like 

really putting your culinary expertise to work. 
 

PHONE There is one operational telephone jack in the common 

room of each suite. Though some suites use phones, you‘ll find 

most do not. 
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WIRELESS INTERNET Last summer Farnam was outfitted with 

wireless routers. Both secure and guest networks are available, and 

student techs will be on hand during move-in week to help set you 

up. Occasionally there are wireless outages, so think about packing 

a trusty Ethernet cable (ports available in every room). 
 

LAUNDRY One of the two Old Campus laundry facilities (and the 

nicer of the two) is located in the basement of Farnam Entryway B.  

Washer cycles are $1.25, and dryer cycles cost the same. Your Yale 

ID card will allow you to pay. The machines put detergent in your 

laundry for you, but some students like to add a bit of their own.  
 

ENTRYWAY A SINGLES The singles in suites FA-21, -31, and –

41 are longer (15‘) and narrower (6‘) than the other rooms in Far-

nam yielding a bit more precious floor space.  Yay! 
 

BASEMENT DOUBLES FA01 and FC01 have a common room, 

double and bathroom. The bedroom is roughly 9‘ x 12‘, the com-

mon room is also 9‘ x 12‘ and has a curved wall with a raised 

bench.  
 

FOURTH FLOOR The fourth-floor bedrooms have slanted ceil-

ings.  This means that 1) They do not have the overhead shelving, 

and 2) they have slightly reduced volume. However, the fourth floor 

suites have pretty window seats in their common rooms and dou-

bles. 
 

PROPERTY  Some students opt for low-cost property insurance 

(we hear there‘s one offered by Haylor, Fereyer, & Coon). This cov-

ers theft, which can happen anywhere, but is unlikely to occur in 

your bedroom which has its own lock. 

 

SECURITY Three levels: Entryways are ID card-access only; only 

Farnamites can enter Farnam. Suites have common keys for all 

members, but most suites opt to leave their front door open to let 

Farnam frosh pass through. Individual rooms have individual keys. 

In addition, at night, all gates of Old Campus are made ID card-

access only.   
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 WHAT  WE HAVE  

There is a dominant JE spirit on the Yale campus; our biggest asset is 

our pride.  But it doesnôt stop there.  Hereôs a list of our facilities: 
 

 

 The Butt It‘s ―officially‖ called the Buttery and it serves up scrump-

tious food and great movies late-night Sunday through Thurs-

day. The food is cheap and the movies are free. 
 

 Computer Cluster Several PCs, a couple of Macs, a photocopier and a fax ma-

chine. 
 

Curtis & Curtiss Library  Holds non-circulating editions of JE Fellows‘ writings, 

Yale memorabilia and current magazines. A cozy place to 

study. 
 

 Dance Studio Practice your moves in JE‘s new practice space. 
 

 Darkroom Fully equipped with lenses, chemicals and an enlarger. 
 

 Game Room Complete with two pool tables, wall-mounted TVs, new 

couches, ping-pong and foosball tables, and anything else you 

could ever want in life. 
 

 Great Hall  Known commonly as the JE Dining Hall.  The Great Hall 

also hosts social events, dances and concerts. 
 

 Gym Houses state-of-the-art exercise equipment, a television and a  

water dispenser. 
 

 JE Press The oldest , most elaborate an d recently renovated  printing 

press in Yale College. Get involved! 
 

 Laundry Room The hot spot for getting upperclassmen‘s brights their bright-

est and whites their whitest. 
 

Lower Taft Library   Maintains a general subject and reference collection, study 

carrels, tables and chairs. Officially, the Robert Taft Library. 
 

 Mail Cubbies Houses mailboxes designated by suite for the JE community. 

Cubbies are located in the JE basement past the game room. 

Most correspondence from the Master and Dean comes by 

email, but check the cubbies for miscellaneous & snail mail. 
 

 Pianos Beautiful twin grand pianos adorn the JE Common Room; 

multiple practice rooms also house pianos. 
 

 Student Kitchen Located in the basement; comes complete with a large refrig-

erator/freezer, stove, microwave, oven, sink, appliances, and 

plenty of counter space. 
 

 Theatre Perfect for student productions and equipped with a projector 

for movie-watching, the theatre is a space for JE students to 

turn for entertainment. 
 

Upper Taft Library  The upper level of Taft Library with tables, chairs and awe-

some lighting. Officially the Beekman Cannon Reading Rm.  
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WHAT  WE HAVE  

Looking east in the 

courtyard during 

spring.  

JE‘s illustrious, vaulted 

Great Hall. Not only do 

they serve breakfasts for 

champions, but brunches, 

lunches, and dinners, too. 

The JE courtyard in win-

ter. Lights are strung 

throughout the college.  
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OUR $0.02 

Some advice from some older and (questionably) wiser Spiders. 

 
KATHERINE ô14 says: To get here, you probably had to pack-

age yourself into a neat little box for admissions. Now that you‘re 

here, don‘t feel obligated to adhere to the track you set down in 

high school. Take advantage of shopping period to find new 

kinds of classes and look at new extracurriculars. I came into 

college not having sung outside of church and I joined a Jewish a 

capella group—it‘s been one of the best parts of college so far! 

 
RAQUEL ô14 says: Farnam has the best freshman housing by far. 

Keep your suite and room relatively clean, because it will be the go-to 

meeting spot for friends from all other colleges. Find the host or host-

ess within you and use the suite to your advantage! It will make meet-

ing people a lot easier if you host a study group or birthday party on 

your own home turf.  

 
HARRY ô14 says:  It‘s easy to get into routines fresh-

man year, both in terms of activities and friends—and whatever rou-

tine you settle into will probably be amazing. But remember that no 

routine can fully encompass all the opportunities Yale has to offer. 

So every now and then make sure you remember to think about the 

classes and activities you wanted to try and the people you wanted to 

get to know and change up your routine a bit. 
 

ALYSSA õ14 says:  Don‘t be afraid to make friends with the 

upperclassmen! In JE we are ALL family! 

 

 

YOUR FROCOS 

JUAN CABALLERO    

 After growing up in the long forgotten marshes of confinement (aka Tampa, FL), with a 

herculean effort, Juan Caballero escaped from this inhospitable terrain to travel to the won-

drous and mysterious land of Yale. Yet he found that once he entered this strange land he 
had to confront new obstacles such as Latin, Astronomy, and dining hall food. Although he 

bested the beast known as ―classical civ undergrad requirements,‖ as a Junior he chose in-

stead to pursue the fair maiden  ―history.‖ An avid defender of all things righteous, Juan is 
interning with the ACLU  before embarking on his most daunting quest yet as a FroCo. 
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YOUR FROCOS 
VERA WUNSCHE   
Vera Wunsche was born in Berlin, Germany in 1989. As an infant, she orchestrated the fall of 

the Berlin Wall, but then settled down to enjoy the simpler things in life, such as making jams. 

At Yale, she studies Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology with special emphasis 
on Reproductive Biology. Her second home on campus is Harkness Tower with its 54-bell 

carillon which she would love to show to the class of 2015! 

ALYSSA MITSON -SALAZAR      
Alyssa hails from rural Colorado and loves science, cells, and movement. She can often be 

found dancing either in a Yale dance studio with Danceworks or while waiting for her experi-

ments in lab. She likes to run, knit, and sing along to the Beatles and Spanish pop music.  
Because she thinks that bodily processes are neat, sometime in the next five years she hopes to 

find herself pursuing an MD or PhD.  

___________________________________________ANDREW MAIL-

LET  

Since his freshman year, Andrew has spent his time at Yale doing many fun and interesting 

things, including performing in and directing student productions, sheep-farming in the 

south of France, writing music for theater and film, and singing and travelling around the 
world with the Yale Alley Cats. Among other things, he enjoys cooking, sailing, Faulkner, 

and adventures in the wilderness, and believes that the best questions are those without 

answers. After finishing his degree in Music and Humanities, he plans to go to jazz school 
and pursue a career in creating music for film and theater.  

JOY SUN   

Joy Sun hails from many parts of the world, including northeastern China, rural Mississippi, 

and Southern California. While not quite yet a citizen of the universe (those extraterrestrials 

just won‘t respond…), she tries to be a good citizen of Planet Earth, the best home there is 
(did we mention that she‘s an Environmental Studies major?). Her greatest contribution is 

probably her unwavering dedication to JE intramural sports, including being a captain of the 

Ping-Pong team, and she is looking forward to meeting you in the fall! 

_____________________________________________              LISA 

WANG  

Lisa Wang is super excited to be your freshman counselor this year and to get to know each 
one of you! She is an American and International Studies double-major, a hip-hop  dancer in 

Rhythmic Blue, the President of the Yale Event Management Association, and has spent the 

last few summers in different parts of China learning Chinese, volunteering, event planning, 
and managing art festivals. You will learn that she absolutely loves ice cream and can be found 

eating it for breakfast in the JE Dining Hall every so often. She also adores crazy adjectives on 

menus, which explains why Miya‘s is her favorite restaurant.  

___________________________________              _____JENNIFER 

MOSBY  
Born and raised in Memphis, TN, Jennifer is all about Southern Comfort, whether it is 

cooking for her friends or singing along to Taylor Swift. Her passion is studying art from 

all over the world, but she has a real zest for old objects found in Medieval  churches. 

She has been a part of many groups but has been involved in the YCC for most of her 

journey at Yale. She loves meeting new people so never feel afraid to say hi.  
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YALE  L INGO  FOR THE  JE SPI-

You can imagine that moving to any new place requires learning 

the local tongue. Yale is no exception. The Yalie language can be 

a bit confusing at first. Therefore, we have provided you with this 

(by no means exhaustive) glossary of terms to prep you for as-

similating right away. Study this well, and you may pass for a 

sophomore! 
 

Annex Housing: Where upperclassmen live on campus when 

there is no room for them to live in their colleges. JE‘s annex 

housing is in McClellan Hall on Old Campus, about a 30-second 

walk from JE. Almost all occupants are juniors (freshmen, sopho-

more and senior housing is guaranteed). 

 

Bursar Bill : Yale College‘s way to ―buy now; pay later.‖ Swipe 

your ID at the bookstore, Durfee‘s, and other locations to simply 

accumulate a balance payable on your next tuition bill. 

 

Buttery : A facility open Sunday through Thursday nights for 

movies and greasy—  but incredibly tasty and cheap —  food. Of-

ten affectionately called The Butt. The JE café is open from 8:30 

to 10:30, the buttery is open from 10:30 to 12:15. 

 

Commons: A great place to eat lunch when far from home. They 

also have hot breakfasts on weekdays! Many of your meals with 

student groups and sports teams will take place here.  

 

Dead Week: The week after exams and before commencement, 

usually applicable only to seniors and those involved in certain 

extracurricular activities. 

 

Freshman Counselors (FroCos): Seniors chosen by the residen-

tial college Deans to live with and counsel their colleges‘ fresh-

man classes. They are super people. Love them. 

 

Freshman Olympics: Freshman from each residential college 

compete for pride, honor, and glory. Luckily, JE already has all 
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that so winning the Freshman Olympics is just a bonus. After 

years of last-place finishes, 2012 and 2013 have restored JE to 

glory. 2012 took 5th place; 2013 took 3rd. 2014 saw a drop down 

to sixth, but hopefully 2015 will return the college to its rightful 

glory! 

 

Green, The (New Haven): New Haven public area; large and 

green. Your bedroom window in Farnam may look out onto it. 

 

House of Payne: Payne-Whitney Gymnasium, Yale‘s shrine to 

athletics; it is the second-largest indoor athletic facility in the 

world. 

 

Lower Taft: One of several library spaces in JE. Comfy couches, 

spacious study carrels, and a cramped spiral staircase—  every-

thing you‘d expect in a residential college.  

 

Math/Science Tutor: Scholars hired by each residential college 

to aid in the study of natural sciences. JE‘s Math/Science tutor is 

invaluable for all your math problem sets and questions. If you 

think his areas of expertise might not be exactly what you‘re 

looking for, feel free to explore other college‘s math/science tu-

tors. 

 

Masterôs Tea: Event for which a well-known or influential poli-

tician, movie star, artist, scholar, or other is invited to speak to 

small gatherings of Yale community members. Go often! 

 

Men of JE: JE‘s comedic response to the proliferation of Yale‘s  

a cappella groups. The Men (now co-ed) recruit unsuspecting 

freshmen every year with intense auditions and teach them the 

irreverent ―Men Song‖—  all about life in JE.   

 

Minibus : The safest way to get around at night. Good to use if 

you are far from campus, and great to use when you don‘t feel 

like paying for cab. 

 

Movie Suite: JE‘s Blockbuster. Why pay when JE has a collec-
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tion of its own movies on VHS and DVD that you can borrow for 

free? Please return them, or suffer some terrifying consequences.  

 

Other School, The: Hahvahd. Love to hate it. 

 

Phelps Gate: Yale‘s gateway to New Haven located on the 

southeastern side of Old Campus. This is where to send taxis, 

have pizza delivered, and feel the wind‘s frosty wrath in winter. 

 

Reading Week: The week before exams, during which most 

classes do not meet in order to give students time to study and 

write final papers. Also known as Reading Period.  

 

Room Draw: The game devised by each college, whereby upper-

classmen (and upperclassmen-to-be) define the order in which 

they will choose suites for the coming year. JE‘s version is a 

variation on High Card Draw; it comes toward the end of the 

year. 

 

Rush: The  period of time (within the first two months of school) 

when students audition for a cappella groups; it begins with a 

concert in Woolsey Hall and ends with Tap Night. 

 

Screw: A formal dance that most people attend with a blind date 

set up by their roommates. In addition to the Freshman Screw, 

each college hosts its own Screw every fall. 

 

Shopping Period: A week-and-a-half period at the beginning of 

each semester during which you may attend any classes that in-

terest you before you submit your formal schedule. Everyone 

shops; it is highly encouraged! Just remember that anything cov-

ered during Shopping Period might show up on an exam. 

 

Sudler Funding: AKA Creative & Performing Arts Awards is an 

opportunity to receive funding for independent artistic projects 

including plays, art shows and creative writing publications. . 

 

Tap Night: The night when students are selected to join certain 

extracurricular groups and clubs. A cappella groups and secret 
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societies have the two most active Tap Nights. 

 

The Game: The Harvard-Yale football game: a must-see. This 

year it‘s at home!  

 

Tomb: Home of a secret society. 

 

Transfer: To eat in a Dining Hall that is not your own. 

 

Upper Taft: Technically the Beekman C. Cannon Reading 

Room. Ideal for studying—well-lit and a focused atmosphere. 

 

Weir Hall : The southwestern quadrant of JE; home to the Great 

Hall and JE‘s libraries. Legend has 

it Weir Hall was bought by Yale 

from the Skull and Bones Society 

to build JE. 

 

Writing Tutor : Scholar hired by 

each of the residential colleges to 

aid students in writing papers in all 

subject areas. JE‘s writing tutor is 

the fabulous Kate Hunter. She is 

the nicest person you have ever 

met in your life, and making an ap-

pointment with her is highly encouraged. 
 
 
 
 
 

Study carrels in Lower Taft 
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FUN WITH  ACRONYMS  

Acronyms abound at Yale, and they can be overwhelming if youôre not pre-

pared.  Use this guide as a primer, andð  before you know itð  youôll be 

leaving an FCC meeting in SML to play an IM on OC for JE, but keep it on 

the DL, OK? 
 

BASS: Bass Library. The underground ―study‖ library that has its own or-

ganic café, which is great if you like working in a coffee shop atmosphere. 

 

DUH: Yale University Health Services. A place to go when you‘re feeling 

ill.  The named changed (from Department of University Health), but the old 

acronym stuck. It will be in a brand-new facility on Lock Street this year.  

 

DS: Directed Studies. A comprehensive freshman humanities program.  

DSers are best left alone (unless you‘re bringing them coffee) Thursday 

nights. The rest of the week, they are perfectly normal and often quite 

friendly. 
 

FCC: Freshman Class Council. An elected body that organizes and executes 

fun freshmen frivolities like the Freshman Screw and the Freshman Olym-

pics. You vote for two representatives from your class at the beginning of 

the year. 
 

IMs : Intramurals. Sports played competitively between residential colleges 

for the coveted Tyng Cup. There are three IM seasons with different sports 

each season. Oh, and did we mention that we were 2010 & 2011 champions? 
 

ITS: Information Technology Services. Responsible for your Ethernet, long-

distance telephone and other telecommunications. 

 

JE: Jonathan Edwards College. We hope you got that one... 

 

JECC: Jonathan Edwards College Council. JE‘s student government. JECC 

is your source for JE gear and your voice in how JE is run. 

 

JEP:  JE Philharmonic.  An amazing orchestra, which gives 3 concerts 

yearly in Battell Chapel.  Check out http://www.jecollegephilharmonic.com.  
 

KBT : Kline Biology Tower. The highest building at Yale with the highest 
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OC: Old Campus. The heart of Yale, where you‘ll be living. 

(see above picture) 
 

LOM : Leet Oliver Memorial Building. The main Math Building.  
 

SAC: Social Activities Committee. Each college has one; pronounced 

sack. JE SAC plans food nights, dances, ski trips, and other events to 

pass the time outside classes. 
 

SML : Sterling Memorial Library. The main branch of the Yale Li-

brary. 
 

SSS: Sterling, Sheffield, and Strathcona Hall. Home to a main lecture 

hall and the Yale College Dean‘s Office.   
 

WLH : William L. Harkness Hall. A Cross Campus building that 

houses multiple disciplines‘ classes, including music and history. 
 

YCC: Yale College Council. The highest level of Yale undergraduate 

student government. 
 

YPMB :  Yale Precision Marching Band.  They aren‘t precise and they 

don‘t march, but they sure are funny during their half-time shows. 
 

YSO:  Yale Symphony Orchestra.  Flutes, violins, timpani…  

 

 

Some Yale building are known by indecipherable 

 acronyms. This site will help: 

http://www.yale.edu/sis/building.codes.html 
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A few more tips youôll want to look over before you leave. 

 

BANKING  You will most likely want to set up some kind of 

banking account in New Haven during your first couple of 

days here. The University banks with Bank of America; 

therefore, all ATMs on campus are affiliated with that bank. 

A ―B of A‖ ATM is located in Durfee‘s (on Old Campus) 

very near Farnam and in Bass Library. Many banks are within 

walking distance of Old Campus. For more information on 

banking and branches, refer to The Yale guide.  

 

BIKES  Science Hill is the farthest point on campus from 

Farnam, approximately a 15-minute walk.  You may take a 

Yale bus from near Old Campus or Commons (the main din-

ing hall).  This service has greatly improved, but this year 

will be a challenge with part of a main street leading to Sci-

ence Hill possible still closed.  This may lead you to prefer 

the freedom of a bike. If you do have a bike on campus, be 

sure to purchase a U-lock; these are the only locks that prove 

to be effective against New Haven bike thieves (they do ex-

ist)! You will need to register your bike once you get to cam-

pus in order to store it in the College. 

 

LAPTOPS  If you have a laptop computer, you might want 

to purchase some kind of portable computer lock. A few sec-

onds of diverted attention can cost you several hundred dol-

lars and a semester‘s load of work. It is also wise to register 

your computer with the Yale Police— you‘ll receive more 

information on this at the Safety Talk your first week at 

school.  And need we say: back up your work, back up your 

work, back up your work! 

 

WINTER  New Haven winters are long, cold and wet. Come 

prepared with suitable clothes. (Note to Southerners and West 

THINGS TO CONSIDERé 
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Coasters: You don‘t know what 10o highs for two weeks feels 

like until you‘ve lived it … get the big coat).  

 

CLOTHES  While you‘re at it, pack some clothes for out-of-

the-ordinary occasions, such as Screws, Halloween and theme 

parties. Yalies are big on all three. Think formal, semi-

formal, costume, and various decades (for some reason we 

love the ‘80s a whole lot here).  

 

PACK LIGHT! Essential if you‘re not within driving dis-

tance!  It‘s cheap to ship clothes and books from home by US 

Post and you can bring things back at Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas, and Spring Break. But there is very limited storage 

space in JE over the summer and only a few furniture items 

can be stored. If need be, paid storage is available in New 

Haven. 

 

NEW HAVEN FOOD  The Yale Campus is very nuclear; 

there is not really a great need to leave. Dining Hall food is 

plentiful;  junk food is available at Durfee‘s (on Old Cam-

pus); a larger selection of high-quality, but overpriced con-

sumables can be purchased at Gourmet Heaven on Broadway 

at all hours. Off-campus, there‘s cuisine of almost every type 

imaginable, including plethora of pizza and Thai options. A 

new Stop & Shop also just opened on Whalley for your larger 

grocery purchases.  

 

IMPORTANT: MOVE -IN   If you are driving to New Ha-

ven, be sure to get to campus early on move-in day. You can 

park on the street/sidewalk for a short period of time while 

you unload (we highly recommend doing this on Elm Street 

near College Street); when you‘ve emptied your vehicle, you 

will be required to move it. Yale Police will watch your be-

longings while you take them onto Old Campus. The traffic 

became very bad last year. Be quick and early. Upperclass-

men wearing JE green and enthusiastic smiles will be around 

to help. 
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An application for your Yale Station post office box will be mailed 

to you during the late summer.  Regardless of size, mail and pack-

ages should be sent to you at this address: 
 

Your Name 

PO Your Number 

New Haven, CT 06520-****  

****= last four digits of your PO Box  
 

This includes any items sent using the USPS Priority Mail and/or 

Delivery Confirmation service. They MUST be sent to your P.O. 

Box number.  UPS and FedEx DO NOT deliver to the post office, so 

DO NOT send items there, or you won‘t get them for ages (and they 

may or may not be sent back). 
 

Yale Mail Services strongly prefers that you use the US Postal Ser-

vice (USPS), however, if you must send something via a private car-

rier during the year (i.e. perishables), send them to JE: 

 

Your Name 

Jonathan Edwards Masterôs Office 

68 High Street 

New Haven, CT 06511 

 

Anything sent through UPS will go to the UPS office in Hendrie 

Hall. You‘ll get an e-mail notice as soon as your package reaches 

the office.  
 

For the beginning of the year, you should bring all your essential 

items with you and have the rest sent soon after to your P.O. Box.  

Again, if you have any questions, e-mail one of us (see next page). 

MAIL  TO YALE  

DISCLAIMER  
 

This newsletter has been designed by students of Jonathan Edwards 

College and is not an official College publication.  In no way does 

the information provided or views presented reflect the Jonathan 
Edwards College administration and/or Yale University.  It has 

been provided solely in an effort to realistically help incoming 

students as much as possible. 
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MAIL  TO YALE  

If you have any lingering questions about JE, Yale, or the fine 

city of  New Haven feel free to contact one of these friendly JE 

upperclassmen who will be around all summer and are happy 

to help you out: 
 

nicholas.allen@yale.edu 

 

emily.suran@yale.edu 

 

jack.zhao@yale.edu 

 

natasha.thondavadi@yale.edu 

ANY QUESTIONS? 

A special thank you to all JE Big Sibs past and present 

(particularly Kate Blair) who have contributed to this guide.  

Some of the information for this booklet was  

adapted directly from www.yale.edu/je, 

Jonathan Edwards 2001-2002 (Facebook).  New Haven, CT,  

and Jonathan Edwards College (Yale University), 2001. 

brought to you by: 

Big Sib Coordinators ‗11-‘12: Peter Flynn, Sam Ramos-Jones,  

          Nick Styles, Jack Zhao 

Thanks to Natasha Thondavadi for putting this handbook together.  


