
 

 



 

 
Dear JE Class Of 2019, 

If you asked the Admission Office why Jonathan 
Edwards College is so much better than the eleven other 
colleges of Yale University, they would probably say: “No 
college is better than any other college. Colleges are ran-
domly assorted communities. No one college is better, per 
se, they’re just different”. But we in Jonathan Edwards 
College know this is not only a political fabrication, but an 
absolute lie. We know this because we—and that now in-
cludes you—are incontrovertible proof that there is one 
college that is supreme to all others. 

Of course, most colleges would make the same 
point. They, however, would justify this claim using gut 
feeling or perhaps various fixtures such as lipstick statues 
or garden gnomes. But when we claim to be first among 
“equals,” we actually have the hardware to prove it. Just 
ask around. You’d be hard-pressed to find an undergradu-
ate who doesn’t envy our facilities (still only five years 
since renovation) or our events—when other Yalies speak 
of JE’s Spider Ball or Culture Draw, expect to hear a quiv-
er in their voices. And for those who demand something 
beyond any shroud of relativism, we simply point to the 
fact that the Tyng Cup—the chalice of the college intramu-
ral championships—resided in JE for 3 consecutive years, 
from 2010 to 2012. 

But, rather than sell you on JE’s advantages now, 
we’d much rather you come join us to discover, celebrate, 
and sustain our great legacy. It’s well-known here that col-
leges and their accolades live and die on the strength and 
pride of their freshman class. That may seem like a lot to 
expect from you. However, one of the beautiful things 
about JE is that we don’t have to expect; we can be cer-
tain that you all will find a niche here. 

When you walk toward Farnam this coming Au-
gust, we’ll be waiting there for you with open arms, ready 



 

 

to take your questions, your furniture, your hugs—whatever it 
is we can help you with. And don’t expect this communal feel-
ing to die out as Camp Yale winds to a close. Sit with us in the 
dining hall. Stop by the Master’s Office and meet the loving JE 
staff. Play IMs any or every season of the year. As soon as 
you step onto Old Campus—before you meet your friends, 
pick your classes, or even unpack your bags—you are a mem-
ber of Jonathan Edwards College.  
 

Get excited. Be ready. And welcome home.  
 

     Sux et Veritas,  
   The Jonathan Edwards Class of 2018 
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Your JE support system! 
From left to right: 
Jill, Teri & Gygi 



 

 

PENELOPE LAURANS MASTER 

Joseph Spooner DEAN 

Dean Spooner has held various teaching and administra-

tive positions at a community college, a public research 

university, and a small liberal arts college.  A first-

generation college student from a small family farm in 

northern Florida, he has not forgotten how overwhelming 

and foreign Yale can be, and hopes that his varied expe-

riences in higher education will benefit all of those fortu-

nate enough to call JE home. 

He hopes that, over time, many in the JE community will 

come to share his profound appreciation for the revitaliz-

ing powers of sleep and quality downtime. 
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Singles have roughly 7’ x 9.5’ of floor space, but expect variations of a 

foot in either direction. Built-in wardrobes are not included in floor di-

mension estimate.  
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Some advice from some older and (questionably) wiser Spiders. 

 

Erica Wachs: “As cheesy as it sounds, I never  expected to find the community 

I did in Jonathan Edwards. From "Wet Monday," to Spider Ball and the famous 

tulips, everything about this place has made me so grateful to be a part of this in-

credibly special place. Farnam is special. My suite mates made my freshman year. 

You're lucky to be at Yale, but you're even luckier to be in JE.” 

 

Jennifer Chen: “Don’t br ing too much stuff! This was one of the most im-

portant things I realized, and I had to learn it the hard way. JE provides storage for 

a few boxes, but focus on bringing the essentials and cutting back on all the other 

stuff, especially clothing and storage bins, because those are a pain to store over the 

summer. Also, refrain from packing regular t-shirts because college is free t-shirt 

central and you won’t know what do to with all of them by the end of the year.”  

 

Patrick Sullivan: Of course JE is the best college. Your  fellow students, howev-

er, are the best part of the Yale experience. If I had to give one piece of advice to 

incoming freshman it would be to overwhelm yourself with the people of Yale. 

Introduce yourself, ask questions, and take time to make meaningful and thoughtful 

connections to the people around you. Those relationships will teach, inspire, and 

move you. 

 

Rafe Chappel: “Don’t be afraid to reach out to talk and meet new people be-

cause they could end up being your best friend(s) for the next four years or for the 

rest of your life. “ 

 

Cynthia Campos 

A native of sunny Los Angeles, California, Cyndi is pre-med and major-

ing in Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology. On campus she is 

involved with Math and Science Familias, volunteers as an interpreter at 

HAVEN Free Clinic, and conducts microcephaly research at the Yale 

School of Medicine. A big ancient Roman art and architecture fan, she 

likes watching all sorts of documentaries and getting lost exploring new places. She 

can’t wait to share Yale’s amazing nooks and crannies with all of you! 



 Angela Chen 

Angela is a native Canadian who was raised in the Big Apple. She is an 

MCDB major interested in pursuing medicine after Yale. When she's not 

frocoing for the best freshmen in the world, she's involved in American 

Red Cross, the Yale Undergraduate Society for the Biological Sciences 

and Pi Beta Phi Sorority. Angela goes green for JE as both JE College 

Council President and active IM player (favorite IM sport: bowling).  

 

 

Tyler Blackmon 

Tyler grew up on a cattle farm in a small town in Georgia and is 
currently double majoring in Economics and Political Science, 
and serves as the President of the Yale College Democrats, writes 
opinion columns for the Yale Daily News, and volunteers as a tax 
preparer for VITA. Talk to Tyler if you need help transitioning to 
campus life as a low-income, first-generation, or LGBT Yalie! 

 

Dave Harris 

Dave is a Theater Studies major focusing on playwriting and African 

American performance. He was born in Los Angeles, raised in West Philly 

and currently lives in El Dora(y)do, Arkansas...the geography of his life 

makes no sense. When he's not writing plays or acting, he's performing 

spoken word with WORD and Yale's slam poetry team. When he's not 

onstage, he's beating you at Super Smash Bros. When doing none of the 

above, he's dancing bachata/salsa with Sabrosura. His hips have never lied."  

 

Joe Giammittorio  

Joe is an economics major from Falls Church, Virginia. When not 

“studying” in Curtis-Curtiss, he spends his time selling ads for the Y ale 

Herald or racing down the slopes with the Yale Ski and Snowboard 

Team. Originally a member of the Class of 2015, he spent last year in 

frigid Harbin, China, on a Richard U. Light Fellowship.  

 

Ester Soma 

From South Sudan & Kenya Ester as a sophomore studied Human Rights 

in Nepal, Jordan & Chile, so if you have questions about study abroad - 

talk to her! At Yale she  sang with Living Water and Asempa!, & served 

as a peer liaison.  Ester is involved with Yale Faith & Action and the Yale 

African Students Association. Ester enjoys music, writing in her journal, 

chilling with friends, eating chocolate & watching movies. She can’t wait to meet you 

all in your new home - Farnam! 

 

Leon Jiang 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Sunday Swett ‘18 

 

                                                                                                                                                             


