
 

 



 

 
Dear JE Class Of 2018, 

If you asked the Admission Office why Jonathan 
Edwards College is so much better than the eleven other 
colleges of Yale University, they would probably say: “No 
college is better than any other college. Colleges are ran-
domly assorted communities. No one college is better, per 
se, they’re just different”. But we in Jonathan Edwards 
College know this is not only a political fabrication, but an 
absolute lie. We know this because we—and that now in-
cludes you—are incontrovertible proof that there is one 
college that is supreme to all others. 

Of course, most colleges would make the same 
point. They, however, would justify this claim using gut 
feeling or perhaps various fixtures such as lipstick statues 
or garden gnomes. But when we claim to be first among 
“equals,” we actually have the hardware to prove it. Just 
ask around. You’d be hard-pressed to find an undergradu-
ate who doesn’t envy our facilities (still only five years 
since renovation) or our events—when other Yalies speak 
of JE’s Spider Ball or Culture Draw, expect to hear a quiv-
er in their voices. And for those who demand something 
beyond any shroud of relativism, we simply point to the 
fact that the Tyng Cup—the chalice of the college intramu-
ral championships—resided in JE for 3 consecutive years, 
from 2010 to 2012. 

But, rather than sell you on JE’s advantages now, 
we’d much rather you come join us to discover, celebrate, 
and sustain our great legacy. It’s well-known here that col-
leges and their accolades live and die on the strength and 
pride of their freshman class. That may seem like a lot to 
expect from you. However, one of the beautiful things 
about JE is that we don’t have to expect; we can be cer-
tain that you all will find a niche here. 

When you walk toward Farnam this coming Au-
gust, we’ll be waiting there for you with open arms, ready 



 

 

to take your questions, your furniture, your hugs—whatever it 
is we can help you with. And don’t expect this communal feel-
ing to die out as Camp Yale winds to a close. Sit with us in the 
dining hall. Stop by the Master’s Office and meet the loving JE 
staff. Play IMs any or every season of the year. As soon as 
you step onto Old Campus—before you meet your friends, 
pick your classes, or even unpack your bags—you are a mem-
ber of Jonathan Edwards College.  
 

Get excited. Be ready. And welcome home.  
 

     Sux et Veritas,  
   The Jonathan Edwards Class of 2017 
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Your JE support system! 
From left to right: 
Jill, Teri & Gygi 



 

 

PENELOPE LAURANS MASTER 

Joseph Spooner DEAN 

Dean Spooner has held various teaching and administra-

tive positions at a community college, a public research 

university, and a small liberal arts college.  A first-

generation college student from a small family farm in 

northern Florida, he has not forgotten how overwhelming 

and foreign Yale can be, and hopes that his varied expe-

riences in higher education will benefit all of those fortu-

nate enough to call JE home. 

He hopes that, over time, many in the JE community will 

come to share his profound appreciation for the revitaliz-

ing powers of sleep and quality downtime. 
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Singles have roughly 7’ x 9.5’ of floor space, but expect variations of a 

foot in either direction. Built-in wardrobes are not included in floor di-

mension estimate.  
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Some advice from some older and (questionably) wiser Spiders. 

 
KATHERINE ’14 says: To get here, you probably had to pack-

age yourself into a neat little box for admissions. Now that you’re 

here, don’t feel obligated to adhere to the track you set down in 

high school. Take advantage of shopping period to find new 

kinds of classes and look at new extracurriculars. I came into 

college not having sung outside of church and I joined a Jewish a 

capella group—it’s been one of the best parts of college so far! 
 
RAQUEL ’14 says: Farnam has the best freshman housing by far. 

Keep your suite and room relatively clean, because it will be the go-to 

meeting spot for friends from all other colleges. Find the host or host-

ess within you and use the suite to your advantage! It will make meet-

ing people a lot easier if you host a study group or birthday party on 

your own home turf.  

 
HARRY ’14 says:  It’s easy to get into routines fresh-

man year, both in terms of activities and friends—and whatever rou-

tine you settle into will probably be amazing. But remember that no 

routine can fully encompass all the opportunities Yale has to offer. 

So every now and then make sure you remember to think about the 

classes and activities you wanted to try and the people you 

wanted to get to know and change up your routine a bit. 
 

ALYSSA ’14 says:  Don’t be afraid to make friends with the upperclass-

men! In JE we are ALL family! 

 

John Aroutiounian 

John is a New York City native who lived in Kentucky for five years before 

coming to Yale. At Yale, he was in D.S. and now double majors in History 

and EP&E. John has been part of the Yale Political Union ever since com-

ing to campus, and he led it as Speaker last year. He has written for the 

News, started Yale's first Armenian club, and worked on the undergraduate 

funding and campus climate committees. He loves traveling  

the world, biking, and learning about different faiths while sharing his own. 



 

Miles Calabresi 

Miles is from Baltimore ("Bawlmer"), Maryland. He is a 

double major in Math and Linguistics, but his passion is 

teaching. That led him to get involved with organizing 

Splash at Yale, Yale’s largest undergrad educational outreach 

program. Miles also enjoy spending time with the math soci-

ety (YUMS) and doing everything JE, especially intramural sports. 

 

Kristy Gudmundsson 

Kristy hails from Dallas, Texas, where she is the oldest of four siblings. As 

a member of the Yale Women’s Crew team, Kristy is a varsity athlete here 

at Yale, and she majors in history. In addition to rowing, Kristy is involved 

with the Elmseed Enterprise Fund, a micro-finance and consulting group 

that works with local entrepreneurs in the New Haven area.  

 

Johnathan Yao 

Johnathan hails from Princeton, New Jersey. He’s an MCDB major and is 

also interested in public health. In his spare time, he enjoys running, playing 

the piano, and watching a good movie. He ca 

 

Karla Maradiaga 

Karla was born in Honduras, and has lived in Seattle, De-

troit, Houston, New Haven and recently returned from 

studying abroad in India. She is majoring in History of 

Science, Medicine, and Public Health and she is also pre-

med. In her free time, she volunteers at the HAVEN Free 

Clinic, writes for the Cancer Survivorship Newsletter, runs, plays soccer, 

and enjoys eating many of the scrumptious foods that New Haven has to 

offer.  

 

Lindsay Falkenberg 

Lindsay is a political science major from Ohio who transferred to Yale just 

last year from Emory University. She is involved in "Whim n Rhythm" sen-

ior a cappella/Shades a cappella, New Haven Community Health Educators, 

Title IX Student Advisory Board, and Students Against Sexual Violence at 

Yale. For questions about being vegetarian/religious/

feminist/addicted to cheese/coffee at Yale, go to Lindsay. 

She can’t wait!  

 

Nimisha Ganesh 

Nimisha is a double major in Biomedical Engineering and 

Political Science from sunny Los Angeles, California. 

When she's not working with the Society of Women Engineers or on re-

searching at the Yale Epilepsy Center, you can find her dancing with Yale 

Jashan Bhangra, giving engineering tours, or simply chilling on a nearby 

bench. She also enjoys playing the viola, watching college football, and all 
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Saisneha Koppaka ‘17 

 


